CHAPTER  II
FOX AND THE KING
The real nature of the struggle between the King and the Whigs.
The King's system. His successes. His treatment of the first
Rockinghain Ministry. Chatham's behaviour. His Government.
His breakdown. His resignation. North's Ministry. The diffi-
culties of the Opposition. The differences between Chatham and
the Rockinghams. Fox's attachment to the Rockinghams. Their
programme laid down by Burke (i) an attack on corruption, (2) the
control of the King. The history of the Economy Agitation, 1779
to 1782. The years of public embarrassment and catastrophe.
The victory of the Rockinghams in 1782. The great achievements
of their brief Ministry.
THE first two Georges, who spoke in broken English
and left their hearts in Hanover, might have been
summoned to the throne expressly by Providence, in order
to enable Walpole to lay the foundations of Parliamentary
Government in England. Their infirmities fitted them to play
to perfection a mute, but an invaluable part, in the develop-
ment of the Constitution. The third George cast himself, or
found himself cast by Bolingbroke for a more active role.
His predecessors had been content to govern Hanover, and
to reign over the domestic affairs of England. George III.
meant to be an English ruler; no lay figure in the develop-
ment of Parliamentary Government, but its formidable
antagonist and competitor; the tyrant, and not the doge of
the Cabinet. He set himself to acquire a power he had not
inherited, when he inherited the rather empty splendour of
the Crown, and Nature, whilst withholding from him every
gift of statesmanship, had enriched him with a combination
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